
SHEMEN LAMAOR
To  sponsor  a  month  for  $36,  please  email
LevEchad@TiferesYisroel.org
May
1. Howard and Dvora Sora Reznick in honor
of Hadassah Shaindle Goldberger.
2. Ari & Caryn Blum
3. In memory of Pauline Rednor (Perel Bas
Shmuel  Tzvi)  grandmother  of  Eileen
Rosenbaum.

New Shiur for Middle & High
School aged Girls

The Rabbi be starting a Pirkei Avos shiur for
middle and high school age girls this Sunday
from 7:30pm-8:15pm in the main shul.

TY Shiurim News
Sunday:
! MenÕs Gemara Brachos shiur given by the
Rabbi.  !"#$% ,  Rashi,  selected  Tosfos  and
Maharsha- following Shacharis.
! 10:30Ð11am: Tehillim gathering for cholim.
! 11Ð12pm: RebbetzinÕs class on Tefillah, for
women.
! Hilchos  Shabbos  Shiur,  given  by  Shlomo
Goldberger, 45 minutes before Maariv, with the
Sefer Shmiras Shabbos KÕHilchesa
! Rabbi Pinchas Goldfinger will  be giving a
shiur on NeviÕim Rishonim, from 9-10pm
Monday:
! Rambam  Shiur,  given  by  Jay  Taffel  at
6:45pm.
Tuesday:
! Gemarah  Chulin,  given  by  Jay  Taffel  at
6:45pm.

graduating  from  Barnard  College,
Columbia University 

BATYA SKLAR CAMP
SHABBOS SCHEDULE AND

SPONSORS
1. In honor of Tiferes Yisroel - "a chavrusa
for everybody" 
2. In Honor of Batya Sklar
3. In memory of John and Margo Hening,
by  Karen  Hening-Speedone  and  her
brother Glenn Hening.
For ages 3+
Future Dates:
June 7
To sponsor a month for $36, please email
LevEchad@TiferesYisroel.org  .  
Join us for Camp Shabbos.  Your children
will be well cared for while you have some
quiet  time  to  daven.   Drop  off  your
children  ages  2-10  (younger  children
welcome with a parent).  We have lots of
books, games and toys for all ages, circle
time  and  a  special  Kiddush.   The  next
Camp Shabbos will be June 7.

YOUTH MINYAN
To  sponsor  a  month  for  $36,  please  email
LevEchad@TiferesYisroel.org or call.
May
1. In memory of John and Margo Hening,
by  Karen  Hening-Speedone  and  her
brother Glenn Hening.

Thank you for your contributions!
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DAVENING SCHEDULE
Friday:
Candle Lighting:                     8:08pm
Friday Mincha (Count Omer 41): 8:10pm

Shabbos Day-     !"#  $"%&' ())*    :  
Mishna Chabura (Sanhedrin): 8:00am
Shacharis (Shema by 9:23):    8:30am
Youth Minyan:                        9:00am
Father/Son Learning:              5:00pm
Rabbi's -+ .$& Shiur:               6:30pm
Mincha:                                   7:30pm
Sunset:                                     8:26pm
Maariv:                                    9:30pm
Shabbos is Over after:             9:39pm

Sunday:
Shacharis:                                8:00am
Mincha/Maariv:                      8:15pm
Beis Medrash:                    8:45-10pm

Monday-Friday:
Shacharis M-Tu & Th-F:         6:30am
Yom Yerushalayim is on Monday
Shacharis Wed (RÓC Sivan):   6:15am
Mincha/Maariv:                      8:15pm
Tuesday Beis Medrash:     8:45-10pm

Next Shabbos-  Parshas Nasso  :  
Candle Lighting:                     8:13pm
Friday Mincha:                        8:15pm

Mazel Tov!
! Mazel  Tov  to  Yehudit  Vick,
daughter  of  Shmuel  and Susan,  on

This week's Lev Echad is sponsored by:
! By Jeremy and Chaya Diamond, proud parents of Sunny, in honor of her turnin g 20 months old.

! By Joani, in honor of and with love to her wonderful sister, Susan Grabel , who is visiting from Atlanta. May
Hashem bless her always. 
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! Rabbi  Gary Poretsky will  be giving a
shiur on Agadeta with the Maharal, from
8-9pm
Wednesday:
! Nesivos Shalom for men on Wednesday
at  8:00pm,  given  by  Rabbi  Pinchas
Rabinowitz.
 Thursday:
! MenÕs  shiur  given  by  the  Rabbi  on
Parush  HaRamban  al  HaTorah,  please
bring chelek Breishis to the shiur.
Daily Shiurim (M-F):
! Every  morning  following  davening-  a
chabura for strengthening Hebrew reading
with Nesivos Shalom. Incentive: fresh hot
coffee!
Shabbos  Morning  Chabura:  Learning,
Discussion  and  Inspiration:  8-8:30am by
Shimon Apisdorf. Text: Shabbos Malkisa 

Shavuos at the Shul
The schedule for  Shavuos night  at  the
shul is as follows (all times AM):
! 12:15-1:15  -  Rabbi  Shlomo  Slatkin:
What  time  do  Chassidim  daven  on
Shavuos  morning?  A  study  of  the
sources.

! 1:15-2:15  -  Rabbi  Menachem
Goldberger: Sfas Emes on Shavuos

! 2:15-3:15  Ð Rabbi  Avi  Stewart:  To
choose of not to choose-free will in the
time of Mashiach

! 2:00-4:20 - Rabbi  Shimon Apisdorf:
The history of Sod ll: From RashbÓi to
the Baal Shem Tov. A text based of the
introduction  of  Rabbi  Chaim
Friedlander  to  the  Ramchal's  Sefer
Halkarim,  Mavo  She'arim  of  the
Piasezna  Rebbe,  ztÓl and  Nesivos
Shalom. This is a continuation from last
year and will be preceded by a review
for those who did not attend Part 1.

! 3:15-4:20 Ð  Rabbi  Shlomo  Porter:
False Messiahs and Failed Messiahs.

For Women
! 12:15-1:15 Ð Rabbi  Avi  Stewart:  To
choose of not to choose-free will in the
time of Mashiach

On the Horizon
¥ June  7: Siyum  Mishnayos  Shalosh
Seudos  in  memory  of  Max  and
Zecharia  Komet  and  all  the  terror
victims in Eretz Yisrael.

¥ June 21:  Bar Mitzvah of  Eric Glenn
Kiddush  following  davening  -
sponsored by his  mother,  Yael  Glenn,
and  his  grandparents,  Avi  &  Susan
Sonenthal.

¥ June 22: Hachnasas Sefer Torah

¥ June 27: Bar Mitzvah of Avi Leventhal.
Kiddush following davening sponsored by
his parents, Drs. Ed & Mesa Leventhal.

Capped and Gowned?
If a member of your family is graduating
this year from high school or college, or
receiving a degree, we want to hear from
you!   Email  the  Lev  Echad  at
levechad@tiferesyisroel.org.

Special Meeting
This coming week there will be a meeting
with  Rabbi  Ariel  Sadwin-Director  of
Agudah,  State Senator Lisa Gladyn, State
Delegate  Sandy Rosenberg  and Margorie
Shulbank  from  the  Sate  of  Maryland
Education department, to discuss the 9-14
demographic  of  the  local  Jewish  day
schools. This is a chance for the voice of
the Jewish community to be heard about
any issues anyone may have. The meeting
will take place June 4, 2:00pm in the JCC
Board Room

Upcoming Meeting of the
Baltimore Chug Aliyah

Tehilla, Kehillot Tehilla, Baltimore Chug
Aliyah & Israel Aliyah Center

present:
 Buying Property in Israel for the Oleh and

Investor:
Strategies in The Current Economy
with:
Paysi Golomb, Director Kehillot Tehilla

 

Purchasing  a  Residence  in  the  Current
Economy
! Communal Aliyah
! Communities & New Construction "Off
the Beaten Track"

! Building your Own Home in Israel
! Kehillot Tehilla Benefits & Services 

Guest Speaker
International  Business  Advisor  David
Schwartz
David  has  represented  some  of  Israel's
largest  enterprises  and  also  executes
investments  in  Israel  on  behalf  of
American  clients.  David  is  presently
representing Bank Leumi & Africa Israel.

Investing in Israel in the Current Economy
! Falling Dollar
! Job Market
! Real Estate
! New Construction Projects  

Monday June 30, 2008 at 7:30 PM
Bnai Jacob Shaarei Zion

6602 Park Heights Avenue

Baltimore, MD
For more information, contact

paysi@tehilla.com

Crash Course in Jewish History
By Rabbi Ken Spiro
MAIMONIDES
Maimonides was born Moses ben Maimon
on the eve of Passover in 1135 in Cordoba,
Spain, to a prominent rabbinical family. In
his  family  tree  figured  King  David  and
Rabbi  Yehudah  HaNassi,  who  had
compiled the Mishnah (as we saw in Part
39).
His primary teacher was his father, Rabbi
Maimon ben Joseph, a Jewish judge, who
taught him not only the Talmud, but also
the  fundamentals  of  mathematics,
astronomy and philosophy.
Maimonides was only 13 when his family
was  forced  to  leave  Spain.  After
wandering  homeless  for  many  years  --
wanderings during which his father died --
Maimonides and his brother David finally
settled in Fustat near Cairo, Egypt. There
Maimonides continued his  Torah studies,
while his brother David, a dealer in gems,
supported  the  family.  When  David
perished  in  a  sea  voyage  in  1166,  the
burden fell on Maimonides.
Maimonides refused to make money from
his  Torah  knowledge,  and  therefore,  in
order  to  earn  a  living,  he  became  a
physician  having  begun  his  study  of
medicine years earlier while living in Fez.
Within a short time, he was so famous as a
healer that he was appointed physician to
the Court  of Sultan Saladin in Cairo. He
was  also  appointed  the  chief  rabbi  of
Cairo.
In addition to being a famous doctor and
healer, Maimonides was a prolific writer.
Of his voluminous works -- most of which
were composed in Arabic but written with
Hebrew  characters  --  four  stand  out  as
perhaps the most famous:
! Commentary  on  the  Mishnah  --  his
explanation of the Mishnah

! Mishnah  Torah  -  His  greatest
accomplishment-A  monumental
compendium covering all of the Oral Law
and  Halacha  (it's  also  known  as  Yad
Hazakah)

! Guide  to  the  Perplexed  -written  in
Arabic  .  The  Guide  is  philosophical
treatise  which  discusses  both  traditional
Jewish thought in comparison to classical
Greek  philosophy.  It  is  considered  the
single  greatest  philosophical  work  ever
produced by a Jew.

! Discourse on the World to Come -- his
explanation of the Messianic Age which
includes the 13 Principles of  Faith (this



Visit us at  www.tiferesyisroel.org                                                  Parshas Bamidbar
counts his money over and over.  He already
knows that  he has $37.43 saved up, yet  he
continuously counts the sum every few days.
Same  with  Hashem,  He  knows  how  many
Jews  are  alive;  yet  He  counts  us  to  make
known how valued we are.  That is why the
first  Rashi  in  the  book  of  Shemos  says
"although He counted them by their names in
their  lifetime,  He counted  them again  after
their death to make known how precious they
are to him." After all the torture we had been
put through (210 years of slavery) and all the
uncertainty  of  wandering  throughout  the
desert; Hashem counts usÉ  Just to prove He
loves us. 
Rav  Meir  Goldwicht,  a  Rosh  Yeshiva  of
Yeshiva  University,  gave  over  a  fantastic
story  this  past  Hoshana  Rabba.   He  spoke
about  a  man  who  at  his  grandson's  Bar
Mitzvah got up to address the crowd.  The
elderly  man  explained  that  every  time  he
reads Hallel and gets to the verse in Tehillim
that  reads  ")  +9'& 6' *8*9 ")  "5''  *#%8 ":(/  *;
*/&'  *(4$
(116:  8-9)  he  could  not  continue.   He
explained  that  he  was  a  survivor  of  the
Holocaust and that when he was a little kid,
he was waiting with his mother  in the line
that was to have him killed.  When the Nazi's
weren't looking, his mother pushed him to the
line that would allow him to have a chance to
live.  However, he had to wait for hours; and
since he was such a young kid, he hand to
stand on his tippy toes so he would appear
taller.  Not only this, he also had to look at his
mother for hours without crying, waiting for
her to enter a room, never to return, watching
her die.   Now we can understand why this
verse  would  be  hard  for  him  because
translated it means: "for you have delivered
my soul from death my eyes from tears, my
feet  from  stumbling."  Most  of  us  say  the
verse my eyes from tears and my feet from
stumbling  without  feeling  anything  so
special.  But for this elderly man, he realized
that  preceding  this  phrase  is  for  you  have
delivered  my  soul  from  death  and  that
Hashem saved him in more ways than one.
He realized after surviving the unimaginable
that Hashem spared his soul and allowed him
to live a long life; one that he was able to see
his grandson being a Bar Mitzvah.
Following  all  the  pain  and  insecurity  we
sometimes have (or go through); we realize
that Hashem has put us here so He can love
us.  After all of the torture of the Holocaust,
Hashem saved us and took us out from that
sect of slavery.  Same with being realeased
from Egypt- soon after He counts us to make
sure  we  get  the  message.   We  go  through
tough times in life and we wrongfully assume
that G-d does not care for us or He somehow
forgot  about  us.   But  the  census  and  the
Holocaust story prove just the opposite.  Yehi
ratzon milfanei Avinu Shebashaim may it be

Hashem's will  that in a century where anti-
Semitism  has  arguably  been  the  worst  it's
ever been; that we continue to understand that
everything  that  happens  to  us  is  based  off
Hashem's love for the Jewish people.  

Shmiras HaLashon Halachah
Brought to you by the Chofetz 
Chaim Heritage Foundation 

The Source of Exile
SEFER CHOFETZ CHAIM Ñ Preface
The Chofetz Chaim begins his classic sefer,
Chofetz Chaim, by painting a picture of the
world and our place in it. He begins: Hashem
separated  us  as  a  nation.  He  gave  us  His
precious  Torah  and  brought  us  into  Eretz
Yisrael (the Land of Israel). Why? For what
purpose were we chosen? The Chofetz Chaim
answers  that  we  were  chosen  to  perform
HashemÕs  mitzvos  (commandments)  and
thereby earn enormous goodness and reward
in this world and the next.
The  Chofetz  Chaim  notes,  however,  that
Hashem gives us His gifts in a manner that is
totally different from that of a human being.
A person who presents a gift  and then sees
that  the  recipient  does  not  appreciate  its
value,  might  feel  inclined  to  take  the  item
back.  He might  reason that  if  the  recipient
does not recognize its value, the gift should
go  to  someone  who  does  recognize  it.
Hashem, however,  acts differently.  When in
earlier  generations He saw that  we did  not
appreciate His Torah, He sent us prophets to
help  us  recognize  the  value  of  this  most
precious gift.
When the era of prophecy came to an end at
the start of the Second Temple period, we still
lived  in  our  precious  Land and  the  Divine
Presence still  rested in the Beis HaMikdash
(the  Holy  Temple),  providing  us  with  a
golden  opportunity  to  serve  Hashem  and
fulfill all His commandments in the way that
He desires.  But  we became entangled  in  a
web  of  sinas  chinam (baseless  hatred)  and
loshon  hora  (derogatory  speech).  And
because of  disunity  brought  about  by these
sins our Beis HaMikdash was destroyed and
we were exiled from our Land.
The Chofetz Chaim states: ÒFrom then until
now, each and every day, we pray to Hashem
that He should bring us near to Him, as He
promises many times throughout His Torah.
Yet He has not answered our pleas.Ó
The Chofetz Chaim concludes that we are the
ones who are to blame for this.  The 2,000-
year-old exile is not a continuous punishment
for  the  sins  of  those  who lived  during  the
Second Temple era. Hashem stands ready to
end the exile immediately Ñ were it not for
the  sins  of  sinas  chinam  and  loshon  hora
which continue to wreak destruction among
our people.

discourse is contained in his introduction
to Tractate Sanhedrin 10:1)

(For  translations  of  key  excerpts  from
Maimonides'  seminal  works  see  The
Essential Maimonides by Avraham Yaakov
Finkel.)
During his  time some of  the writings of
Maimonides  proved  highly  controversial.
Some of his statements were deemed too
radical, others were simply misunderstood.
At one point, his works were banned, and
after  his  death  in  1204,  burned  at  the
instigation of the rabbis.
However,  when  nine  years  later,  the
French king Louis IX ordered the Talmud
burned,  Jews  interpreted  this  as  a
"measure-for-measure"  punishment  from
God  for  the  burning  of  the  works  of
Maimonides.  Indeed,  the  rabbi  who
instigated  the  ban  and  burning,  Rabbi
Jonah Gerondi, subsequently repented for
doing so and authored the book Sha'arei
Teshuva, "Gates of Repentance," as a form
of atonement for his derogatory statements
about Maimonides.
Today  the  works  of  Maimonides  are
universally accepted and revered. Indeed,
Maimonides is known in the Jewish world
as one of most important of the Rishonim
or "the First Ones."
This group of Jewish sages follows those
we have previously discussed: the Tanaim
or "Teachers" (200 BCE to 100 CE) who
are quoted in the Mishnah; the Amoraim
or  "Explainers"  (200  to  500),  who  are
quoted in the Gemara; and the Gaonim or
"Geniuses"  (500  to  1038)  who were  the
masters  of  the post-Talmudic Babylonian
academies. The Rishonim (1038 to 1440)
added significantly to Jewish scholarship.
In  addition  to  Maimonides,  among  the
most  famous  of  the  Rishonim  was  the
French rabbi,  Solomon ben Isaac, known
the world over by his acronym -- Rashi.
Next Week: Rashi

Parshas Bamidbar: Love is Real
By Daniel Rosenfelt
It is only fitting for the Book of Numbers
to start  off  with a census.   Hashem tells
Moshe to "take a census of the entire of the
entire  assembly  of  the  Children  of  Israel
according  to  their  fathers'  house,  by
number  of  the  names,  every  male
according to their head counts." (Bamidbar
1:2) I heard a great idea about this census
from my seventh grade Chumash teacher,
Rabbi Tzvi Karp.  He said the only reason
Hashem demands the census  here is  that
He wants  to  count  us,  and  why does  he
want  to  count  us?   Because  we  tend  to
count  the  things  we love  most.   This  is
comparable to when you have a little kid
who gets an allowance and every week he



mo@tiferesyisroel.org 
! VP Member Relations- Howard Reznick 410
825-8729  Howard@tiferesyisroel.org 

! Secretary-  Tzadik Vanderhoof 410 764-
2258
Tzadik@tiferesyisroel.org

! Treasurer- Ken Gelula-
ken@tiferesyisroel.org

VOLUNTEERS:
" Boys Club-Yehuda Severin Ð 410-800-4456
" Calendar-Eileen Rosenbaum- 410-764-8443 
" Camp  Shabbos  -  Alisa  Mandel  Ð  410-963-
2977
" Candyman - Ari Blum
" Chesed Committee  - Chana Birnbaum (shiva)
410-358-7736
" Chesed  Committee  -  Rivka  Malka  Perlman
(other than shiva) 410-358-3550
" Cleaning Staff- (Open for volunteers)
" Davening Schedule - Jay ÒTangyÓ Taffel 410-
358-9029
" Facilities  Set  Up/Events  -  (Open  for
volunteers)
" Father/Son  Learning  -  Dov  Pear-  410-358-
9825
" Gabbai Rishon  - Jay ÒSaltwaterÓ  Taffel 410-
358-9029
" Gabbai Sheni -  Hillel Òcrazy fingersÓ Zeitlin
410-358-7316
" Gabbai Tzedakah  - Nisan Jaffee-    443-929-
2587
" Girl Scouts - Judy Schnidman, 410-358-0440,
judyschnidman@hotmail.com
" Hospitality - Gail Feinstein Ð 410-764-2532
" Supplies Ordering  - Emunah Friedman (410)
318-6727
" Kitchen/Kiddush  -  Emunah  Friedman  (410)
318-6727 
" Lev Echad-  ÒDeadline-Man  SirÓ  -  443-641-
1890
" Membership-Howard Reznick Ð410-825-8729
" Mitzvah Cards- Glenna Ross- 410-358-1687 
" Seforim Repair- Mark Hart
" Shabbos Setup- (Open for Volunteers)
" Shalosh  Seudos  Coordinator-  Hinda  Blum
410-764-2279
" Sheimos- (Open for Volunteers)
" Simcha  Hall  Reserve-  Eileen  Rosenbaum
410-764-8443
" Tzeschem  LÕShalom  Coordinator-Mordechai
Beleck
" Yomim Noraim Seating- Ari  Òthe bullÓBlum
410-358-5478
" Webmaster- Tzadik Vanderhoof
410-764-2258 or Tzadik@tiferesyisroel.org
" Yahrzeit  Plaques-  Nisan  Blaxberg-  410-358-
3943
" Youth Minyan- Shmuel Berkman
Shul Business- email
admin@tiferesyisroel.org

Sponsor the Lev Echad
Why not make it extra special, and say it with
the Lev! Mail payments to:

YAHRZEITS: Iyar- ())* :
We apologize for any yahrzeits not listed in the

Lev Echad.  We are working to bring the yahrzeit
database up to date.

# Regina  Komet,  Rivka  bas  Moshe  aÓh,  1  Iyar,
Mother of Max Komet

#Oscar Scherr, Sher Betzalel ben Shmuel aÓh, 3
Iyar, Father of Susan Seiden

#Yaakov ben Reb Michoel aÓh, 4 Iyar, Father of
Sylvie Grossman

#Celia Green, Sivia bas Leib aÓh, 8 Iyar,
Grandmother of Louis Feinstein

#Phillip Katz, Faleik ben Yitzchak HaKohen aÓh, 8
Iyar, Father of Efraim Katz

#Michael Rosenbaum, Melech ben Avraham aÓh,
14 Iyar, Father of Jerrold Rosenbaum

#Esther Sklar, Chaya Esther bas Shlomo Eliahu aÓh,
19 Iyar, Grandmother of Hinda Blum

#David Weiner, Dovid ben Baruch aÓh, 24 Iyar,
Cousin of Gerald Rottman

#Louis Shnidman, Yehuda Leib ben Yehoshua aÓh,
26 Iyar, Grandfather of Chaya Diamond

#Avraham Kaner, Avraham Dovid ben Dovid aÓh,
26 Iyar, Father of Yosef Kaner

Notice Regarding Shul Rentals
If  you  are  planning  on  having  a  Simcha,  Shalosh
Seudos, vort, lÕchaim, party, meeting,  or any other event
that would require the use of the ShulÕs Simcha Hall it is
imperative that  you call  Eileen Rosenbaum to reserve
the use of the hall. Even if your event is in the planning
stages or thereÕs a chance that it might even be canceled,
call  Eileen  so  you  can  be  penciled  in  on  that  date.
ThereÕs no signup fee, we just want the scheduling to go
as  smoothly  as  possible.  410-764-8443  or
eileen@tiferesyisroel.org 
If you just want to check whether the date you want is
available,  you  can  go  to  our  website
www.tiferesyisroel.org and  click  on  the  "Calendar"
button on the left.   This online calendar is kept up to
date continuously.

SUPPORT OUR SHUL
# Lev Echad (one week): $36
# Siddur: $50
# Chumash: $75
# Yahrzeit Plaque: $250
#  Other Seforim may be dedicated as

well.
Contact Nisan Blaxberg, 410-358-3943

Advertisements
WeÕre  sorry,  but  the  shul  does  not  publish
advertisements for personal,  profit-based businesses in
the Lev Echad.

Peanut-Free
The  shul  is  peanut-free.  Please  do  not  bring  in  any
products  with  peanuts.  This  includes  personal  snacks
(for  children and adults)  as well  as for  any functions
held in the shul, i.e. Kiddush, Shalosh Seudos, etc.

OFFICERS:   
! President Ð Lenny Ross 410 358-1687
Lenny@tiferesyisroel.org  

! VP Special Events- Moshe Cohen
moshe.cohen@tiferesyisroel.org 

! VP Programming-  Mo Margolese

Visit us at  www.tiferesyisroel.org                                                  Parshas Bamidbar
Congregation Tiferes Yisroel 
PO Box 21521 
Baltimore, MD 21282
or go to www.tiferesyisroel.org and click
donate.

Questions? Comments? Something to
add? Email

LevEchad@tiferesyisroel.org
Deadline: 12:00pm on Thursday

Note: the Lev Echad staff have the right
to edit any submissions submitted.

Good Shabbos!
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Think About It!

Aish HaTorah's
Today in Jewish History

26th of Iyar- !"#(0*  
Yahrtzeit  of  Rabbi  Moshe  Chaim
Luzzatto  (1707-1747),  author  of
classic  works of  Jewish philosophy,
known by the acronym of his name,
Ramchal. He was born in Italy where
he quickly became known for his vast
Torah  knowledge  and  beautiful
literary style. It is said that by age 14,
he  already  knew  the  entire  Talmud
and Midrash by heart. Ramchal's Path
of  the Just,  which describes a step-
by-step process to attaining spiritual
perfection,  is  a  classical  work  of
Mussar (Jewish ethics) that is studied
widely  today.  Other  of  Ramchal's
important works include The Way of
God,  a  systemized  study  of  Jewish
philosophy,  and  Da'at  Tevunot,  an
exposition  on  kabbalistic  concepts.
Ramchal moved to Amsterdam where
he worked as a diamond cutter, and
later to Israel, where he perished in a
plague at the age of 40. He is buried
next to the famed Rebbe Akiva on a
hillside in Tiberias.

Smile! ItÕs Shabbos!


