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Phone: 410-764-1971 E-mail: LevEchad@TiferesYisroel.org November 10, 2007/29" of Cheshvan, 5768
5746-5768 Celebrating our 22" year 1986-2007
DAVENING SCHEDULE SHEMEN LAMAOR Message from the Rabbi

Friday: - As we all know, talks between the Israeli

Candle Lighting: 4:39pm governr_nent anq _ thg Palestipian

Friday Mincha: 4:40pm “Those who give lamps for illumination... may the /?]uthor(ljty e}re Eeglnnln% in Annapolis at

Shabbos Day-(82= = 04z (" )0,: Holy One, Blessed is He, pay their reward and the end of t e mont_ '_TO Ol'!r great

- Y =2 == 2 remove from them every affliction, heal their entire | concern and dismay, it is possible the
Mishna Chabura (Sanhedrin): ~ 8:00am body, and forgive their every iniquity, and send | idea of dividing Yerushalayim may be
Shacharis (Mevorchim Kislev): 8:30am | blessing and success to all their handiwork...” presented as an option, G-d forbid. The

i . - To sponsor a month for $36, please email . ! "

R(AC_JUtT] Mlnyan. 2_-(1323”1 L evtchad@ TiferesYisrol ar National OU as well as the National

Incha -lopm November Council of Young lsrael is developing
L:/ﬁmsgt:. 455575pm 1. Meir & Rivky Tusk action committees to respond to this
Shz%;)& is over after- 6_'09 pnT 2. Larry Moss, in memory of his father Baruch | threat. Please check the OU website

e . p Yehuda ben Chaim halevi, O'H www.OUJerusalem.org as well as the

Father/Son Learning: 7:30pM | 3 Ken & Chana Birnbaum National Council of Young Israel

Sunday-Rosh Chodesh Kislev: 4. Daniel Shaw _ www.Younglsrael.org to check on the

Shacharis: 8:00am | 5- The Shamberg Family current information. It is incumbent

Mincha/Maariv: 4:35pm | & Al & Caryn Blum upon all of us to daven for the peace of

Maariv Only: 7:45pm YOUTH MINYAN ;\(ergshalaylm and that it stays in Jewish

Night Seder: 8-10:00pm Did you want to sponsor a Youth Minyan but it anes.

Monday-Friday: was a little too expensive? Well, you’re more TY Shiurim News

Shacharis: 6:30am than welcome to contribute $36 to the cause. It sundav:

Maari O. Iv: 7:45 should never be too expensive to do a mitzvah. ML; L

aartv n_y' L I sponsor a month for $36, please email Men 5 Gemara BraCh_OS shiur given by

Tuesday nght Seder: 8—1000pm LevEchad@TiferesYisroel.org or call. the Rabbi. % 895, Rashl, selected Tosfos

Next Shabbos-Vayetze-17* ; z95: November andlj|\€I|iT1?)?haéf:glL|§(\:\;ln%ﬁit:ﬁ‘(;ha“ifllen b

Candle Lightning: 4:33pm 1. Larry Moss, in memory of his father Baruch Shlomo  Goldberger f0||OV\}ing Maariz

Friday Mincha: 4:35pm Yehuda ben Chaim haLevi, A”H . . ger. 9 -

5 A from 8:00-8:40pm, with the Sefer Shmiras
- - Anonymous _ Shabbos K’Hilchesa
This Shabbos 3. Yosef Brito, in memory of his mother Dona Pinchas Goldfinger will be giving a
= Camp Shabbos: For ages 3+ Corina Paula Brito, (Corina bat Maria) shiur on Nevi’im Rishonim, from 9-10pm
Free Play: 9:30-10:15 4. Nisan & Marietta Jaffee on the occasion of Mondav:

Circle Time: 10:15 followed by | their24” wedding anniversary
Thank you for your contributions!

Rambam Shiur, given by Jay Taffel at

Kiddush ~ for  Camp  Shabbos 6:45pm.
articipants : Tuesday:
Sr?onsorefby Ari & Caryn Blum, in appreciation Father/Son Leam.mg . Gemarah Chulin, given by Jay Taffel at
of all of Judy Schnidman’s hard work. Father/Son Learning on Motzei Shabbos is 6:45pm.
« Shalosh Seudos in honor of Emily | resuming this week from 7:30-8:30pm. We R’ Gary Poretsky will be giving a shiur
Lipsitz's 80th birthday. are looking for weekly sponsors to cover | o, Agadeta with the Maharal, from 8-9pm
« Melave Malke for men with the Rabbi | food and other costs. If you are interested Wednesday:
at the shul on motzei Shabbos, from | in sposnsoring a night of learning please Men’s Gemara Brachos shiur given by
9:00-10:30pm contact the Lev Echad. the Rabbi from 7:15pm to 7:45pm

This week’s Lev Echad is sponsored by:
Hashem
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followed by Maariv at 7:45pm
Nesivos

Shalom for men on
Wednesday at 8:00pm, given by Rabbi
Pinchas Rabinowitz.

Thursday:
Men’s shiur given by the Rabbi on

Parush HaRamban al HaTorah, please
bring chelek Breshis to the shiur.
Daily Shiurim:

Every morning following davening- a
chabura for strengthening Hebrew
reading with Nesivos Shalom. Incentive:
fresh hot coffee!

Shabbos Morning Chabura:

Learning, Discussion and Inspiration:
8-8:30am by Shimon Apisdorf.

Text: Shabbos Malkisa - R. Shimshon
Pincus

This group has recently begun its second
year of learning. Men of all ages invited
to join. For those who want to join,
Shimon Apisdorf is offering a 2.5 hour
crash course covering the major
concepts addressed in the first year. To
take place one Thursday night in the
near future. Interested? Call 410-653-
7800 or sam2505@earthlink.net. Can
you join without the crash course?

Of course!

-"Our Shabbos morning learning uplifts
my Shabbos and my whole week." -
Betzalel Huff

New Hashkafah Shuir For
Women

Shabbos: Spiritual Themes Part I: The
Unique Character of Tefillah on
Shabbos. Shabbos is the only day on
which the Shemoneh Esrei changes from
tefillah to tefillah. Why is this so, what
does it mean and how can it transform
our relationship to Shabbos—and to
Hashem?

3 weeks: Thursday 9:30 - 10:15 am
Nov. 15, 29 & Dec. 6 at the shul.

Q & A with the Rabbi
Stay tuned to Shabbos Chanukah, Dec
8th for a Question & Answer session
after Shacharis with Rabbi Goldberger
on the topic of Mashiach!

Rabbi’s Shiur
The Rabbi’s Shabbos afternoon shiur
will not take place during the winter
when Shabbos afternoon is short.

Women’s Shiur
Gail Feinstein will be sending a poll via
email to the women of the shul regarding
convenient times and topics for a
women’s shiur that the Rabbi hopes to
begin soon. The women of the shul are

encouraged to respond to the email as soon
as possible so the shiur can get started.

On the Horizon
e November 17: Aufruf for Avi Berkman.
Kiddush following sponsored by his
parents Dr. Ron and Fern Berkman
e November 24: Aufruf for Elie Levi.
Kiddush sponsored by his parents Fred and
Rena Levi.

Did you ever wonder who...

Did you ever wonder who cleans up
the refrigerators  and  freezer
downstairs? They have a tendency to
get really nasty. Well, this mystery
refrigerator cleaning volunteer is our
unofficial  troubadour Yosef  Brito!
Yasher koach Y osef, and
congratulations to Adi who has a
husband who can clean. Just another
example of the people who do the
"little” things that make a big
difference. Ever wonder what you
could do to make the shul more like
home? Howard Reznick can give you
a few ideas.

New Members
The Shul wecomes its newest member:
e Suzanne Kayne
e Emunah Friedman
« Candye Criss (Lipsitz-Havelock)
Welcome to Kehillas Tiferes Yisroel!

Lost Keys
There was a set of keys found outside of
the Shul on Parshas Shaye Sarah. If you
are missing your door opening
mechanisms, please contact Rabbi Simon
Apisdorf at 410-653-7800.

Girl Scout Cookies come to TY!
This Sunday, November 11 right after
Shacharis  (approx.  9:00am),  Girls
from Troop 613 will have cookies for sale
in the lobby. All cookies are OU-D and
proceeds support TY's own Girl Scouts.
Please come prepared. Cookies can also
be ordered by contacting Judy Schnidman
at 410-358-0440. The sale ends the end of
November.

Volunteers Needed in Our Jewish

Community
Jewish Big Brother and Big Sister League
have a long waiting list of Orthodox boys
and teens who would very much like to
have a Big Brother. The commitment to
become a Big Brother is only several hours

Parshas Toldo

a month which can make a big
difference in a young person’s life.
Please call or email Katie Cohen 410
843-7462 kcohen@jbbl.org for further
information.

Yesodei HaTorah Seventeenth

Anniversary Banquet
Celebrating the dedication of the Joseph
and Edith Meister Campus, Sunday,
November 18, 2007, at the Liberty
Jewish Center. Dinner at 6 o'clock..
Please call (410) 764-0510 or email
tzvigoode@gmail.com for reservations
or to place an ad.

Parshas Toldos: Most Underrated
Bereshis Character: Yitzchak

By Daniel Rosenfelt

As we find ourselves halfway through the
book of Bereshis, the Torah has gone out
of its way to focus a great amount on
Avraham's life. Yitzchak, however, one of
the fundamental characters in this week's
parsha, Parshas Toldos, seems to not have
as much detail mentioned about his life
throughout the entire Sefer. There is an
answer that is found much later in the
Torah at the end of Parshas Bechukosai.
The pasuk there says "Vizakarti es brisi
Yaakov viaf es brisi Yitzchak viaf es brisi
Avrhaam ezkor viharetz ezkor." | will
remember my covenant with Yaakov and
also my covenant with Yitzchak, and also
my covenant with Avraham will |
remember and | will remember the land.
(26:42) It does not say ezkor, “remember,”
in regard to Yitzchak but it does say it by
Avraham, Yaakov, and even the land of
Israel. Thanks to the help of Rav
Vidomlanski, we can learn from this Pasuk
that we only need to remember that which
is not next to us. That is why there is no
remembrance by Yitzchak's name. Based
off of Akedas Yitzchak and Avraham and
Yitzchak's similar  experiences  with
Avimelech, the king of the Plishtim,
Yitzchak is considered greater than
Avraham and that is why the Torah does
not spend much time on his life.

The Rashi at the end of Parshas
Bechukosai says that because of how
accepting Yitzchak was to allow his father
to slaughter him at the
Akedah, Hashem did not say he had to
remember Yitzchak. Rashi says, Hashem
does not mention remembering Yitzchak
in the pasuk because of the "efro shel
Yitzchak™ ashes of Yitzchak. This refers
to that which of the ram that was offered in
place of Yitzchak by the story of the
Akedah. We learn from this that although
it takes a great deal of faith to sacrifice
your only child, Hashem commanded
Avraham to slaughter his only son
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(Bereshis 22:2). Yitzchak willingly offered
himself as a sacrifice to G-d without any
commandment from Hashem which took a
lot more faith than his father had.

We see a difference in greatness between
Avraham and Yitzchak in this week's Parsha
as well when they both pretend their wives
are their sisters and are confronted by
Avimelech for the truth. In the beginning of
Perek Chuf Vuv, because of a famine,
Yitzchak is forced to go to Avimelech in
Gerar. After pretending that his wife, Rivkah
is his sister so that the Plishtim won't take her
for themselves, Avimelech finds out the truth
and confronts Yitzchak. (26:9) Almost the
same story transpired in Parshas Vayera
when Avraham pretends his wife Sarah is
also his sister. However the difference
between the stories is what happens after
Avimelech finds out both Yitzchak and
Avraham had lied. Avraham tries to justify
himself by saying that Sarah really is her
sister (she is his mother's daughter) and he
says he was afraid for his life when people
would see how beautiful his wife was.
(20:11, 12) With Yitzchak, Avimelech asks
him almost the exact same question as he
asked Avraham "Mah zos asisa lanu™ what is
this that you have done to us? (26:10) And
Yitzchak is silent. The Torah does not
mention any response whatsoever from
Yitzchak as apposed to Avraham who went
off on a two pasuk tangent explaining his
actions. Yitzchak accepted that although he
was caught in a lie, he did not feel like
justifying himself and getting himself out of
trouble. His greatness allowed him to accept
that he was caught lying to a king as apposed
to Avraham who tried to wheedle his way out
of trouble.

To quote Rav Vidomlanski, the term
remember is only relevant to that which is
not with you at all times. You would not
need to remember an item like your watch if
it was on your wrist, but rather only if it was
not in your general vicinity.

Hashem does not need to remember Yitzchak
all the time like he does with Avraham since
Yitzchak's actions were greater than that of
Avraham's and Yitzchak's actions are always
by

Hashem. Whether it was by the Akedah or
the story of Avimelech, Yitzchak proved
how worthy he was and why he did not need
the Torah to mention him as much as it
mentions  Avraham  throughout  Sefer
Bereshis.

Crash Course in Jewish History
By Rabbi Ken Spiro
THE GREEKS VS. THE JEWS
During his military campaign against Persia,
Alexander takes a detour to the south,
conquering Tyre and then Egypt via what is
today lIsrael. Alexander is planning to destroy

the Temple, egged on by the Samaritans who
hate the Jews There is a fascinating story
about Alexander's first encounter with the
Jews of Israel. (Who were until that time
subjects of the Persian Empire).

The narrative concerning Alexander's first
interaction with the Jews is recorded in both
the Talmud (Yoma 69a and in the Jewish
historian Josephus's book Antiquities XI,
321-47.) In both accounts the High Priest of
the Temple (in the Talmudic narrative he is
Shimon HaTzaddik -- the last surviving
member of the Men of the Great Assembly)
in Jerusalem, fearing that Alexander would
destroy the city, goes out to meet him before
he arrives at the city. The narrative then
describes how Alexander, upon seeing the
High Priest dismounts and bows to him.
(Alexander rarely, if ever, bowed to anyone.)
In Josephus's account, when asked by his
general, Parmerio, to explain his actions he
answered: "l did not bow before him but
before that G-d who has honored him with
the high Priesthood; for | saw this very
person in a dream, in this very apparel."
Alexander interpreted the vision of the High
Priest as a good omen and thus spared
Jerusalem and peacefully absorbed the Land
of Israel into his growing empire. As tribute
to his benign conquest the Rabbis decreed
that the Jewish firstborn of that time be
named Alexander (which is a Jewish name
until today) and date of the meeting (25th of
Teves) was declared a minor holiday.

So Alexander the Great does not destroy the
Temple. And he listens when Shimon
HaTzaddik tells him that the Jews are not
enemies of the Greeks but the Samaritans
are. The Talmud relates the interaction
between Alexander and the Jewish delegation
They (the Jews led by Shimon HaTzaddik)
answered, "lIs it possible that these idol
worshippers should fool you into destroying
the House where prayers are offered for you
and your kingdom that it should never be
destroyed!" Alexander said to them, "What
idol worshippers do you mean?" They
replied, "We are referring to the Samaritans
who are standing before you now." Said
Alexander, "l am handing them over to you
to do with them as you please.”" (Talmud-
Yoma 69a)

As a result, the Jews are given free rein to go
trash the Samaritans, which they promptly go
out and do. And Israel and Jerusalem are
peacefully absorbed into the Greek Empire.
At first, the Greek authorities preserve the
rights of the local Jewish population and do
not attempt to interfere with Jewish religious
practice. The Jews continue to flourish as a
separate and distinct entity for 165 years - a
rare phenomenon in the Hellenistic world.
The vast majority of the peoples conquered
by Alexander the Great have willingly
allowed themselves to be Hellenized. The
fact that the Jews - with the exception of a
small minority - reject Hellenism is a strong
testament to that ever-present Jewish drive
and sense of mission.

The famed classical historian Michael Grant, in
his “From Alexander to Cleopatra” (p. 75),
explains:

The Jews proved not only unassimilated, but
unassimilable, and ... the demonstration that
this was so proved one of the most significant
turning-points in Greek history, owing to the
gigantic  influence  exerted  throughout
subsequent ages by their religion...

But with time, Judaism, with its intractable
beliefs and bizarre practices, begins to stand out
as an open challenge to the concept of
Hellenistic world supremacy.

For the generally tolerant Greeks, this challenge
becomes more and more intolerable. It is only a
matter of time before open conflict will arise.

GREEK PERSECUTION
Terror reigned - women who allowed their sons
to be circumcised were killed with their babies
tied around their necks.
Alexander's vast empire did not survive his
death in 323 BCE, but fragmented into three
large chunks centered in Greece, Egypt, and
Syria and controlled by his former generals.
These three smaller empires were known as:
e  Seleucid or Syrian Greece
e  Ptolemian or Egyptian Greece
e Macedonian or Greece proper,
including the independent city-states
of Athens, Sparta, etc.

Initially, Israel falls under the Ptolemies of
Egypt. They are generally liberal and open-
minded in keeping with the spirit of their
capital city of Alexandria which is the world's
cultural center.

But this changes in 198 BCE after the Battle of
Panias (or Banyas-Tel Dan in northern Israel).
After their victory at Panias the Seleucids of
Assyria, led by the King, Antiochus IlI, take
over control of Israel from the Ptolemies.

The picture is volatile, however. The next
Seleucid king, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, finds
himself under a lot of pressure, holding back
the Ptolemies and worrying about the rising
might of Rome.

He decides that the weak link in his defenses is
Israel. Israel is bordered by (1) Egypt and the
Mediterranean Sea (from whence the Romans
could come), and worst of all, the majority of
Jews are not into Greek culture. This situation
he now moves to remedy.

Next Week: When Worlds Collide

YAHRZEITS: Cheshvan-0&: (
« Henry Gelula, Hanoch Yechezkel ben
Mordechai a”h, 3 Cheshvan, father of Ken
Gelula.
» Yosef Hirch Lowenbraun, Yosef Tzvi
ben Yitzchak a”’h, 5 Cheshvan, father of
Rabbi Yitzchok Lowenbraun.
- Pearl J. Berkman, Perla bas Yaakov a”h,
5 Cheshvan, mother of Dr. Aron Berkman.
« Lenore Doris Witman, Leah Devorah
bas Tzvi Hersch a”’h, 9 Cheshvan, mother
of Elaine Witman.
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» Bessie Lipsitz, Pesah Laya bas Cunah
Leib a”h, 17 Cheshvan, mother of Harold
Lipsitz.

« Joel Novograd, Chaim Yoel ben
Avraham a”h, 18 Cheshvan, father of
Allan Novograd.

« Gary Balaban, Chaim Yaakov ben Asher
a”’h, 20 Cheshvan, brother of Dvora
Childress.

- Isador Bailis, Issur ben Eliyahu a”h, 20
Cheshvan, grandfather of Eileen
Rosenbaum.

« Rose Rosenfeld, Raizel bas Asher a”h,
21 Cheshvan, grandmother of Meira
Blaxberg.

« Arlene Katz, Chai Tova bas Itzchak a”’h,
29 Cheshvan, mother of Sandra Orman.

« lan Kahn, Amram Simintov ben Michel
a”’h, 30 Cheshvan.

- llene Lipsitz Kahn, Ahava Chaya bas
Hershel Velvel a”’h, 30 Cheshvan.

SUPPORT OUR SHUL
- Lev Echad (one week): $36
- Yahrzeit Plaque: $250
- Chumash: $75
- Siddur: $50

Other Seforim may be dedicated as well.
Contact Nisan Blaxberg, 410-358-3943

ADVERTISEMENTS
We’re sorry, but the shul does not publish
advertisements for personal, profit-based
businesses.

OFFICERS:

Interim President — Lenny Ross

VP Special Projects- Nisan Blaxberg

410 358 3943 Blaxberg@tiferesyisroel.org

VP Administration —Lenny Ross

410 358-1687 Lenny@tiferesyisroel.org

VP Programming- Efraim Katz

410 358-0440 Efraim@tiferesyisroel.org

VP Member Relations- Howard Reznick

410 825-8729 Howard@tiferesyisroel.org
Secretary- Tzadik Vanderhoof 410 764-2258
Tzadik@tiferesyisroel.org

Treasurer- Nisan Jaffee For dues reduction or
non-routine matters call Nisan at 443-929-2587
email: Jaffee@tiferesyisroel.org

Educational Director- Rabbi Shimon Apisdorf-
410-653-7800 or shimon@tiferesyisroel.org

VOLUNTEERS:
Boys Club- Yehuda Severin — 410-800-4456
Calendar- Eileen Rosenbaum- 410-764-8443

Camp Shabbos- Judy Schnidman — 410-358-
0440

Candyman- Avraham Dovid Daniel Shaw

Chesed Committee- Chana Birnbaum (shiva)
410-358-7736

Chesed Committee- Rivka Malka Perlman

(other) 410-358-3550
Cleaning Staff- (Open for volunteers)

Complaint Dept- Rabbi Fred Friedman (Dial
the MD Relay, 711 to reach me via 410-358-
7060.)

Davening Schedule- Jay “Tangy” Taffel
410-358-9029

Facilities Set Up/ Events-(Open for
volunteers -Warning, you might end up
making Aliyah of you take this job)

Father/Son Learning- Dov Pear- 410-358-
9825

Gabbai Rishon- Jay ““Saltwater” Taffel 410-
358-9029

Gabbai Sheni- Hillel “crazy fingers” Zeitlin
41-358-7316

Gabbai Tzedakah- Nisan Jaffee-
2587

Girl Scouts: Judy Schnidman, 410-358-
0440, judyschnidman@hotmail.com

Hospitality- Gail Feinstein — 410-764-2532

Supplies Ordering- Emunah Friedman (410)
318-6727

Kitchen/ Kiddush- Emunah Friedman (410)
318-6727

Lev Echad- “Deadline-Man - 443-641-
1890

Membership-Howard Reznick —410-825-
8729

Mitzvah Cards- Glenna Ross- 410-358-1687

Serforim Repair- Scott Parsowith — 410-358-
7789

Shabbos Setup- Avraham Dovid Daniel
Shaw

Shalosh Seudos Coordinator- Hinda Blum
410-764-2279

Simcha Hall Reserve- Eileen Rosenbaum
410-764-8443

Tzeschem L’Shalom Coordinator-Mordechai
Beleck

Yomim Noraim Seating- Ari “the bull”’Blum
410-358-5478

Webmaster- Tzadik Vanderhoof
410-764-2258 or Tzadik@tiferesyisroel.org

Yahrzeit Plaques- Nisan Blaxberg- 410-358-
3943

Youth Programming- Shmuel Berkman

Shul Business- email
admin@tiferesyiroel.org

443-929-

Shul Payment Options

e  Cash or Check

* Internet Bill Pay through your
bank

e PayPal direct debit

e PayPal credit/debit card

e PayPal direct debit subscription
payment (self-scheduled
payments)

e PayPal credit/debit card
subscription payment (self-
scheduled payments)

e Post-dated check

Payment arrangements should be made at
the time the gift is offered. The Shul incurs
significant administrative time and cost when
you ask to be billed. Also, please be aware
that we pay the banks processing fees every
time a credit/debit card is used. This
includes Pay Pal.

Why not make it extra special, and say it with the
Lev! Mail payments to:

Congregation Tiferes Yisroel,

PO Box 21521,

Baltimore, MD 21282

or go to www.tifresyisroel.org and click donate.

Questions? Comments? Something
to add? Email
LevEchad@tiferesyisroel.org
Deadline: 12:00pm on Thursday

Good Shabbos!
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Think About IT!

Aish HaTorah’s
Today in Jewish History

29 Chesvan-)@, 0&:(

Yahrizeit of Israel Bak (1797-
1874), a pioneer of book printing
in modern Israel. In the 16th
century, six books had been
printed in the northern town of
Tzfat. It would be 245 years until
another Hebrew book was
published in the Holy Land, when
Bak moved from the Ukraine to

Israel. He established a Hebrew
press in Tzfat and published a
Siddur and the Book of Leviticus

with commentaries. An
earthquake destroyed his print
shop in 1837, and a Druze revolt
the following year destroyed his
press once again. Bak then
moved to Jerusalem in 1841
where he established the first
Hebrew press ever in the holy
city.




