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Welcome to Congregation Tiferes Yisroel!
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Parshas Balak

Phone: 410-764-1971

E-mail: LevEchad@TiferesYisroel.org

$2"

June 30, 2007/14" of Tammuz, 5767

S146-S16)

&%AMMZ%IW

DAVENING SCHEDULE

Friday:
Candle Lighting: 7:04-8:19pm
Friday Mincha: 6:30pm

Shabbos Day-=$8 ;": -""2:: "4/ $i*:

Mishna Chabura (Baba Basra):  8:00am
Shacharis 97 1;3<= 8:30am
Youth Minyan: 9:00am
Father/Son Learning: 5:30pm
Rabbi’s Shiur: 6:30pm
Mincha: 7:30pm
Sunset: 8:37pm
Maariv: 9:40pm
Shabbos is over after: 9:50pm
Sunday:

Shacharis: 8:00am

Gemara Shiur following Davening

Rabbi’s Mishna Brurah Shiur: 8:00pm
Mincha/Maariv: 8:20pm
Monday, Wedensday-Friday:

Shacharis: 6:30am
Rabbi’s Mishna Brurah Shiur: 8:00pm
Mincha/Maariv: 8:20pm
Tuesday- Fast Day-"&/; .&7:

Shacharis: 6:15am
Mincha: 7:50pm
Maariv: 9:00pm
Fast Over: 9:17pm

Next ;' = Parshas Pinchas/2(1*5 ; =95:
Candle Lighting: 7:04-8:19pm
Friday Mincha: 6:30pm

Donation
By Anonymous, in appreciation of the
Youth Minyan and of Rabbi Shmuel
Berkman.

iViazel Tov!
e Mazel Tov to Dr. Barry Stein & Caren
Cutler on the marriage of their daughter
Ayala to Zev Pensak! Mazel Tov to Ayala
& Zev, may they be zoche to build a Bais
Ne’'eman B'Yisrael!
e Mazel Tov to Yaacov Wiener on his
graduation from Yeshivas Aish Kodesh in
Norfolk, VA!

Welcome
The shul welcomes its new members
David & Debora Schwartz and their
daughter Miriam.

SHEMEN LAMAOR

To sponsor a month for $36, please email

vV # $ b

July

1. Meir & Rivky Tusk

2. Rian & Dorothy Yaffe

3. Alexander Yaffe

4. Yehuda Leib and Miriam Goldberger

5. Larry Moss, in memory of his father Baruch
Yehuda ben Chaim haLevi, O’H

6. Ken & Chana Birnbaum

7. Jerry & Elka Rottman

8. Daniel Shaw

9. Ari & Caryn Blum

10. In honor of the Rabbi & Rebbetzin, by
Efraim Katz & Judy Schnidman and family.
11.

12

13.

Thank you for your contributions!

1436-2007]
YOUTH MINYAN
& $ -
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To sponsor a month for $36, please email
V" # $ b orcall
July

1. Larry Moss, in memory of his father
Baruch Yehuda ben Chaim halLevi, A"H

2. Rian and Dorothy Yaffe
3. Alexander Yaffe
4. Anonymous

©® NG O

Thank you for your contributions!

BATYA SKLAR CAMP
SHABBOS SCHEDULE AND
SPONSORS
July:

7™: Eileen and Jerry Rosenbaum in
honor of their anniversary

215t
For ages 3+
Future Dates:
1 2 1 34 56 7 8
6 $
To sponsor a month for $36, please email

v # $ v .
Thank you for your contributions!

Happy_ Birtnday!
Scott Ference 7/3
Jennifer Korn 7/3

Rachamim Blaxberg 7/4
Yael Dannenbaum 7/4

This Week's Lev Echad is Sponsored by:

» Vicki Friedman, in thanks and appreciation to the members of TY, for all their support and friendship over the years.
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Elazar Werner 7/4 What To Do With Those accompanying  Balak’s  messengers.
Moshe Wagschal 7/4 . i i ’
oshe Vvagscha Frequent Flyer Miles? Nevertheless, Bilam again seeks God’s
Zalman Kahn 7/4 - - approval for the mission. Hashem’s
Elimelech Feinstein 7/5 My son has the opportunity to learn in Israel pp . O o
Talia Goldstein 7/6 next year and in order to get him there, i.e., air | F€SPONse Is to say, as it were, “Listen,
travel, | am trying to pull together frequent flyer | You know my position on this issue. But
L, miles people may have "lying around" . If you | 1I’m not going to stop you — let’s see
Anniversaries know how to do this, and/or if you have miles | what your judgment dictates.” Bilam
Scott & Judy Ference 7/1 to donate, please contact me. The school has a enthusiastically joins Balak’s
3-% _ group flight leaving August 27, 2007, through messengers, and Hashem gets angry —
e &Ch’o?P ;Blrnbaum " fnr;ﬁ;tﬁ:;is dbalabanchildress@yahoo.com not because Bilam violated a specific
Dr. Jerry & Eileen Rosenbaum 7/7 \?\ZWTEQ?a?;;anC;;]Seemhe violated God’s
- $ Still Wet? ' :

Dr. Marc & Abby Sattell Berman 7/8 This is a critical observation, that man

If you left any mikveh towels in the shul

<$ . must fulfill the ratzon Hashem even
Moshe Shaul & Sylvie Grossman 7/12 on Shavuos please check the upstairs lost above and beyond the letter of the law.
<$ and found closet. In fact, it is an essential ingredient in our
Rabbi Shlomo & Shoshana Porter 7/15 becoming a holy nation and holy
—<$ Hachnasas Orchim Opportunity | individuals. The Torah begins Parshas

Scott & Sandy Parsowith 7/16 A Kollel family from Philadelphia would like to | Kedoshim with a general command that

3:% : ; i ; “ ”
pend a Shabbos at Tiferes Yisroel this summer you shall be holy.” Ramban famously
Dr.Ed & Dr.3|\>/|g$sa Leventhal 7/18 ]E(IJ e?<bpl|0re_|_ﬁ Posﬁ'ib'e ove to Ba'“'gore- [t)r?te; explains that one could have been
exible. They have oys ages 5 months- ;
Hillel & Karen Zeitlin 7/24 ye:rls. If youylivevfairly cl)cgse t%le shul and are careful not to violate the letter of the law
3<% interested in hosting them, please call Gail while still be'”? a dlsg_ustlng person .
) Feinstein at 410-764-2532 what he calls a “naval birshus haTorah.
On the HOI’IZOI'] ] . The Torah therefore commands that we
o July 28: Aufruf and Kiddush for | Hachnasas Orchim Opportunity | shall be holy, meaning that we must
Sholom Tenenbaum #2 fully apply the Torah’s values to all

e The shul Shabbaton will take place on | A single mother from Brooklyn with twin five | areas of life. Shabbos can’t just mean no
November 16, 2007, at the Pearlstone | year old boys is looking for a family to stay | melacha, it must be a day of physical

Retreat Center. with for a few days this summer while she | rest and spiritual activity. And generally
looks into the possibility of making Baltimore speaking, one cannot spend one’s life
Anniversary DVD her new home. She intends to home school her engaged in gluttony and coarse speech

boys and would like to speak to families who
home school their children. If you are
interested in hosting or speaking to her, please

There is a DVD available for purchase of this
year’s anniversary celebration. Orders can be
made via the shul website and the cost is

and still be considered a respectable
Oved Hashem, even if no Torah

$6.95. contact Marietta Jaffee at 410-764-6036 or send | Commandment has been violated.
an email to Marietta at rafuah@yahoo.com. Let us allow the Ramban’s instruction
Has Your E-mail Address Thank you. and Bilam’s mistake to serve as guides
Chanaed? ] for our own lives. In addition to the
g The Will of God letter of the law, we must ensure that

If your e-mail address has changed in the - ] . .
past year, or if you've recently obtained By: Rav Michael Siev everything we do accords with the

an address, or you've noticed you're not | The beginning of Parshas Balak is quite | ratzon Hashem — and then we will merit
receiving any e-mail from the shul, then | Puzzling. Hashem tells Bilam that he may | the description, “kadosh.

perhaps it is time to update the shul's | not go with Balak’s messengers, who have . . :
records.  Please send your email | come to request that he curse B’nei Crash Course in Jewish History
addresses to admin@tiferesyisroel.org | Yisrael. Balak sends a new group of | ByRabbiKen Spiro

along with your name. Thank you very | Messengers, and this time Hashem allows “This is no typical war of
much! Bilam to go. Then when Bilam takes up conquest”
Lost & Found the offer, Hashem gets angry at him for The Book of Joshua begins: ]
There was a pair of dark wire-rimmed glasses | 90iN9! Why does Hashem appear to | 8
left in the picnic area during this past week’s | change His mind back and forth and get ! !
shul picnic. If you would like to claim them angry at Bilam for doing something that | 1 5 =
please call the Feinstein’s at 41-764-2532. He explicitly permitted? 0
The commentators debate different A 1 h
Bikur Cholim Opportunity! possible solutions to the problem. Rashi $
Everybody should make a very special effort | (22:22) explains why Hashem got angry / 6 / 4
to visit Shimon Weinstock (Uncle Shimon) | with a simple statement: “He saw it was '
as he has a great need for some visitors. bad in the eyes of God, and he desired to / /
Even just a short visit will _bring him_a step | go.” In other words, Hashem had already - V5
Cl\}l?zggl tol reé:gz)/fnry. 187HeTIhSanI|?in§IJ_E\;/ISSa|iel’; made it quite clear to Bilam that He would
advance and may Shimon Ben Tzipporah not allow B’nei Yisrael to be cursed, and 8 / /
have a Refua Shilama. that he did not approve of Bilam i/
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Joshua is one of the great leaders of Jewish
history. The Talmud says: @
- 7
1

¥ This is understood to mean that the
greatness of Joshua was reflection of his
teacher, Moses, which is a tremendous
compliment. But it also tells us that just as
the sun is much greater than the moon,
which only reflects sunlight, so too, had
Moses lived to enter the Land, all of
Jewish history and all of human history
would have been different.
After the death of Moses Joshua leads the
Jewish people for 28 years. The Book of
Joshua describes the seven years of
conquest and seven years of settlement of
the Land of Israel. After the land is
conquered, it is divided into separate tribal
portions via a divinely guided lottery. The
Book of Joshua also describes the Biblical
boundaries of the Land Of Israel.
At this time the so-called Promised Land is
bounded by the Egyptian empire to the
south and the Mesopotamia to the north.
But it is not ruled by either of them. In
fact, there is no one power ruling this
section of land, rather it is settled by seven
Canaanite tribes who inhabit 31 fortified
city-states scattered all over the map, each
ruled by its own "king."
(Jericho is one of these city-states, so is Al,
so is Jerusalem, where Canaanite
tribesmen called Jebusites dwell.)
Before they enter the land, the Jewish
people send an envoy to the Canaanites
with the message, "G-d, the Creator of the
Universe has promised this land to our
forefathers. We are now here to claim our
inheritance, and we ask you to leave
peacefully."”
Needless to say most of the Canaanites
don't. (Only one tribe takes the offer and
leaves.)
Meanwhile, Joshua has clear instructions
from G-d that if the Canaanites don't get
out, the Jews must wipe them out, because
if they remain in the land they are going to
corrupt the Jews. It is made clear that the
Canaanites are extremely immoral and
idolatrous people and the Jews cannot live
with them as neighbors.
This is like saying today that living in a
bad neighborhood messes up your Kkids.

You have to always be careful about
outside influences.
So what happens?

THE BATTLE OF JERICHO

The people go into the land and they
fight a series of battles. The first is the
battle of Jericho, the entrance to the
heartland of Canaan.

Some archeologists have suggested that
the easy conquest of this heavily-
fortified city was made possible by a
well-timed earthquake. But isn't it
remarkable that precisely when the
Jewish people need the city to fall, there
is an earthquake and it does? No matter
how you explain it, it is still miraculous.
The waters of the Jordan miraculously
stop flowing and they cross on dry land,
then the Jordan refills with water. Next
they march around the city walls, which
crumble before their eyes. They conquer
the city, taking no booty as commanded
by G-d.

It must be clear by now that this is not
the typical war of conquest such as we
read about in human history of bloody
warfare, of raping and pillaging. G-d has
said, "Nothing like that here. And if you
follow My instructions all will go well."

ONE FOR ALL AND ALL FOR ONE
The Jews move on to the next city-state,
a place called Ai.

But here things don't go so smoothly. In
fact, they meet with a terrible defeat
with many of their number killed.
Traumatized by the experience, they
plead to know why G-d had abandoned
them and quickly learn the terrible truth
-- that one person, Achan, had stolen
some items back in Jericho.

One person out of 3 million didn't listen
to G-d and everyone suffers!

The fascinating thing here is that the
Bible seems to be saying that obedience
to G-d's commands is paramount and
that as far as the Jews are concerned -- it
is all for one and one for all.

As an outgrowth of that lesson, Judaism
teaches that there is such a thing as
collective responsibility as well as
individual responsibility -- no person is
an island, each exists as part of the
whole and is responsible for the actions
of others as well as his or her own. Just
as in the story of the Golden Calf, every
Jew is the guarantor for his fellow Jew.
In today's world, the motto seems to be
"Mind your own business,” or "It's not
my problem.” If we operated on the

same level as they did back then, most of
the world's problems would disappear.
LIFE IN THE LAND
Despite many difficulties on the way, the
Israelites do finally lay claim to the
Promised Land but their life there is far
from calm, particularly after Joshua dies.
The Bible relates that they had only
themselves to blame:
8 /

i

i@ 91 3;BC
4<=

From a simple reading of the text, one
might assume that the entire Jewish people
abandoned the Torah and started
worshipping idols. But this, in fact, was
not true. As with the incident of the golden
calf only a small percentage of the people
sinned, yet the entire nation is held
accountable.

As mentioned previously, the highly self-
critical nature of this passage is typical of
others which make the Hebrew Bible a
unique document -- a holy book of a
people, but also relating the sinful history
of this people. The exaggerated focus on
the mistakes-the self-criticism within the
text- gives extra emphasis to the lessons
that the Jewish people must learn from
their mistakes.

There is no question that the criticism of
the Jews in the Bible is hyper-criticism,
but there are two reasons why the slightest
offense by a small group of people is
condemned so strongly:

1. As noted above, every Jew is
responsible for every other Jew, and what
one does reflects on all.

2. It's such an obvious point in the moral
history of the world that as soon as you
tolerate something, it becomes bearable,
and before long it will become common.
Therefore, here G-d is driving home an
important point to the Jews: You're on a
very high spiritual level. If you tolerate
even small indiscretions by a few,
eventually these few are going to pollute
the nation.

Indeed, this is eventually what does
happen, but before it does, the Jews enjoy
a honeymoon period in the land known as
the Time of Judges.

Next Week: 1

Shiurim News
» New Shiur for Women: Given by
Rebbetzin Goldberger for women at the shul.
Sundays at 10:00am
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» Sundays after Shacharis - Men’s Gemara
Brachos shiur given by the Rabbi. % 895,
Rashi, selected Tosfos and Maharsha
» Monday-Thursday nights 20 minutes before
Mincha - Men’s Mishna Brura shiur given by
the Rabbi on practical halachos of daily life.
» Nesivos Shalom for men on Wedensday at
8:00pm, given by Rabbi Pinchas Rabinowitz.
» Malchus Shlomo Shiur for men at 12:15 on
Thursday given by the Rabbi, 6 &

A 7
0

YAHRZEITS: Tammuz-"¢/ ;
e Avraham Dovid ben Yitzchak a”h, 27 Sivan,
father of Yosef Kaner
e Sarah Rosenblatt, Sara bas Rav Yaakov Ozer
a”’h, 2 Tammuz, mother of Chana Leah
Kuritsky
e Lena Berman, Lipke bas Hertza, 4 Tammuz,
Grandmother of Ed Leventhal
e Max Rosensweig, Mordechai Hersh a”h, 8
Tammuz, uncle of Jerrold Rosenbaum
o Frances Wittenberg Lehrman, Faige bas
Nesanel Nachum a”’h, 13 Tammuz,
grandmother of Ellen Schwarz
o Sylvia Wise, Raizel bas Dovid a”’h 17
Tammuz, mother of Helene Aaronson
o Dr. Edgar Harold Lehrman, Ezra Hirsch ben
Yaakov a”’h, 17 Tammuz, father of Ellen
Lehrman Schwarz
e Rabbi Nandor Marton, HaRav Zeidi Noach
ben Rav Shmuel Yehuda a”’h, 17 Tammuz,
father of Esther Macklin
o Feige Leah bas Reb Zev Velvel a’h, 18
Tammuz, grandmother of Chana Leah Kuritsky
o Phyllis Freidlin Rosenfelt, Fraidel bas Yoel
a”’h, 21 Tammuz, mother of Bob Rosenfelt
e Morris Berman, Moshe ben Yankel Shmuel
a”’h, 21 Tammuz, Grandfather of Ed Leventhal
e Max Rosenblatt, Yechiel Michel ben
Avraham a”’h, 22 Tammuz, father of Chana
Leah Kuritsky
e Rhoda Bakove Katz, Raizel bas Shalom a”’h,
23 Tammuz, mother of Eric Katz
e Helen Blanche Cohen, Hinda Blima bas
Moshe a”’h, 23 Tammuz
o lke Lipsitz, Yitzchak Issac ben Hirsh Velvel
a”’h, 27 Tammuz, uncle of Harold Lipsitz
e Benjamin Lipsitz, Baruch ben Hirsh Velvel
a”’h, 27 Tammuz, uncle of Harold Lipsitz
e Hinda Baila a”h, 28 Tammuz, grandmother
of Hinda Blum

SUPPORT OUR SHUL

« Lev Echad (one week): $36
e Yahrzeit Plaque: $250

e Chumash: $75

e Siddur: $50

Other Seforim may be dedicated as well.
Contact Nisan Blaxberg, 410-358-3943

OFFICERS:

President —Rian Yaffe

410 494-4111 Rian@tiferesyisroel.org

VP Special Projects- Nisan Blaxberg

410 358 3943 Blaxberg@tiferesyisroel.org

VP Administration —Lenny Ross
410 358-1687 Lenny@tiferesyisroel.org
VP Programming- Efraim Katz
410 358-0440 Efraim@tiferesyisroel.org
VP Member Relations- Howard Reznick

410 825-8729 Howard@tiferesyisroel.org
Secretary- Tzadik Vanderhoof 410 764-2258
Tzadik@tiferesyisroel.org

Treasurer- Nisan Jaffee For dues reduction or non-
routine matters call Nisan at 443-929-2587 email:
Jaffee@tiferesyisroel.org

Educational Director- Rabbi Shimon Apisdorf-
410-653-7800 or shimon@tiferesyisroel.org

VOLUNTEERS:
Boys Club- Open for volunteers
Calendar- Eileen Rosenbaum- 410-764-8443
Camp Shabbos- Judy Schnidman — 410-358-0440
Candyman- Avraham Dovid Daniel Shaw

Chesed Committee- Chana Birnbaum (shiva) 410-
358-7736

Chesed Committee- Rivka Malka Perlman (other)
410-358-3550
Cleaning Staff- Avi Eastman — 410-367-4542

Complaint Dept- Rabbi Fred Friedman (Dial the
MD Relay, 711 to reach me via 410-358-7060.)

Davening Schedule- Jay Taffel
410-358-9029

Facilities Set Up/ Events-Avi Eastman 410-367-
4542

Father/Son Learning- Dov Pear- 410-358-9825

Gabbai Rishon- Jay 7al Taffel 410-358-
9029

Gabba Sheni- Hillel Oy
41-358-7316

G bbai Tzedaka - Nisan Jaffee- 443-929-2587
Hospitality- Gail Feinstein — 410-764-2532

Supplies Ordering- Emunah Friedman (410) 318-
6727

Kitchen/ Kiddush- Emunah Friedman (410) 318-
6727

Membership-Howard Reznick —410-825-8729
Mitzvah Cards- Glenna Ross- 410-358-1687
Serforim Repair- Scott Parsowith — 410-358-7789
Shabbos Setup- Avraham Dovid Daniel Shaw
Shalosh Seudos Coordinator- Hinda Blum
410-764-2279

Simcha Hall Reserve- Eileen Rosenbaum
410-764-8443

Yomim Noraim Seating- Ari
410-358-5478

Webmaster- Tzadik Vanderhoof
410-764-2258 or Tzadik@tiferesyisroel.org
Yahrzeit Plaques- Nisan Blaxberg- 410-358-3943
Youth Programming- Shmuel Berkman

Shul Business- email admin@tiferesyiroel.org

Zeitlin

Blum

MITZVAH-CARDS

For a minimum contribution of $10, we will send a
card as requested by the donor and will
acknowledge it in ! 4 Or if a person wants
to send their own card, they can purchase blank
cards in bulk for $5 dollars apiece, or 4 for $18.00.
Please contact Glenna Ross at (410) 358-1687 for
your mitzvah card needs.

CHILDREN’S RESOURCE
CENTER

With donations of $18.00 or $36.00, help us
stock our CRC so that our children will have
sefarim and supplies. Contact Dov Pear,
(410) 358-4252.

Why not make it extra special, and say it with the
Levl = ;

Congregation Tiferes Yisroel,

PO Box 21521,

Baltimore, MD 21282

or go to www.tifresyisroel.org and click donate.

Questions? Comments? Something to
add? Email LevEchad@tiferesyisroel.org
Deadline: 12:00pm on Thursday

GOOD
SHADBBOS!
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